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BACKGROUND 

19th century:  Opium epidemic in Asia, notably China; 

   morphine abuse problem in USA;  emergence of heroin 

1880-1906: Massive increases in coca leaf exports from the Andean region (later 

  from Java); emerging cocaine epidemic in the USA 

 

RESPONSE 

1909:   Shanghai Conference  International Opium Commission 

1912:   The Hague: First International Opium Convention  
1920-1945:   International Drug Control under auspices of League of Nations  

                          3 drug conventions (1925, 1931, 1936) 

1946 +     International Drug Control under auspices of United Nations 

1948:  Protocol (synthetic opioids) 

1953:  Opium Protocol   

1961:                 Single Convention (amended by Protocol in 1972) 
1971:                 Convention on Psychotropic Substances 
1988:                 UN Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
                             Psychotropic Substances  

1998:    UNGASS: Political Declaration and Guiding Principles on Demand  
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